AMTRAK « LONG ISLAND R.R, « METRO NORTH CRR = DELAWARE & HUDSON/CANADIAN PACIFIC « B & M R.R. = NORFOLK- SOUTHERN = SOUTH BUFFALO RR. « R&SR.R. * lAiDlAWTRANSPGHTATiDN TRAM.WAYS GSX HF.
AIRPCRT GROUP INTERNATIONAL - BUFFALO - PITTSBURGH = STATEN ISLAND RAPID TRANSIT OPERATING AUTHORITY = SPRINGFIELD TERMINAL R.R. * CHESTNUT RIDGE TRANSPORTATION, ING= © 1.

united transportation union

NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATIVE BOARD vice chaiparaons. U

Samuel J. Nasca

State Legislative Director/ -Eis\1 =

Chairperson a = 1“- AFL-CIO ‘I
35 Fuller Read, Suite 205 ® X » Joseph Cannon (Commuter) 95
Albany, New York 12205 . @ Joseph Nola (Bus) 1908
Telephone (518) 438-8403 ‘ 318 William Neary (E) 256
Fax (518) 438-8404 Michael Lavin (Yard) 645
E-mail: SJNasca@aol.com ; Robert Hagen (C&T) 318

+=John Brennan; (N

ops) 722
Vaughn Becker S ' »
Secretary-Treasurer September 23, 2008

The Honorable David A. Paterson, Governor T m——
Executive Chamber A
State Capitol

Albany NY 12224

ATTENTION: Charles O’Byrne, Secretary to the Governor

Dear Governor Paterson:

I am Samuel J. Nasca, State Director for the United Transportation Union for NY
State and as such I represent 3,000 active employees of the Long Island Railroad.
The crafts that I represent are conductors, collectors, supervisors, trainmen, track
workers and car repair employees, all of which are involved in the transportatlon of
thousands of Long Island commuters each and every day.

The recent article in the NY Times on Sunday, September 21, 2008, is unfairly
painting these 3,000 active dedicated employees with a broad brush of criticism
and the Governor and some of his aids have exacerbated the criticism by their
comments. These dedicated employees do not deserve those criticisms.

There are a significant number of complexities involved and surrounding this
matter that is not being referenced or published that your people should know.
They relate to the employee contracts and the issues of the Federal Railroad
Retirement System.

The General Chairperson of the Long Island Railroad United Transportation Union
umbrella group is Anthony Simon. He is also the Chairperson of the Long Island
Labor Coalition, which includes all Unions of the Long Island Railroad. He and I




would like to meet with you or a member of your staff to discuss this subject as
soon as possible.

Please advise of a time and date when we might be able to do that.
We wholeheartedly supiaort the efforts that you are putting forth to correct and
neutralize the many problems of our State, but want to clear the air, so to speak,

with you on this most important matter.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to hearing from you in this
regard.

cc:  Anthony Simon
Hon. Steve Israel, Member of Congress
Hon. Gary Ackerman, Member of Congress
Hon. Peter King, Member of Congress
Hon. Timothy Bishop, Member of Congress
Hon. Carolyn McCarthy, Member of Congress
Hon. Dean Skelos, Majority Leader, NYS Senate
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